SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 1st December 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs C Osborne (Mayor), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, D Gale, M Pettitt, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, Mrs S Sutton and G White
Together with PC Lee Prutton, 6 members of the public and one member of the press.

1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Jones, Smith and from County Cllr J Scott.








(94/08)

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members (95/08)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Blaine, Planning application BC/CC/2008/48 as a Governor of Laburnum Lower School.
(b) Personal Interests 
Cllr Gale, Agenda item 10(5), Response from SSLA –as a Life Member of Sandy Cricket Club
Cllr Osborne, Agenda item 8b, Minutes of PPOS, as Chairman of Sandy Football Club

Agenda item 10(3), Request from Village Hall, as Village Hall Vice-Chairman
Agenda item 10(7), Request from Fire Service, as a Fire Service employee.

Cllr Pettitt, Agenda item 10(5), Response from SSLA –as a Vice President of Sandy Cricket Club and Secretary of the SSLA

3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
(96/08)

Pc Prutton supplied crime figures for Sandy to the end of November.  He pointed out the figure for criminal damage had increased markedly in November due to an incident in College Road when a number of vehicles were damaged.
PC Prutton also provided figures for a number of speed checks which had been carried out in the town. It was pointed out that Sunderland Road was not on the list, even though this was a known problem area for speeding.  PC Prutton undertook to add Sunderland Road to the list and also to make checks for lorries breaking the weight restriction prohibition.

4.  Oral questions from electors






(97/08)

An elector asked whether a response had been received to the Clerk’s letter to Mid Beds District Council regarding possible allotment land at Beeston.  No response had yet been received.
5. Casual Vacancy on Sandy Town Council




(98/08)

The details of the six applicants for co-option to the Town Council were received and considered.  The candidates gave a short presentation about themselves to Council and answered questions put to them.  Voting then took place in accordance with Local Government Act 1972 Sch 12 para 39. 
Resolved: That Mr Jeetinder Sandhu be appointed to fill the casual vacancy on Fallowfield Ward.
6.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council













(99/08)

Cllr Blaine, having previously declared a prejudicial interest in application number: BC/CC/2008/48, left the chamber before consideration of the application.
(See list attached)
7.  Mayoral communications  






(100/08) 
31.10.08 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Chairman of


Huntingdonshire District Council’s Reception at the


Burgess Hall, St Ives.

1.11.08 With the Mayoress, attended the Sandy Tuesday Youth 


Group’s packing of Christmas parcels for the troops in


Afghanistan.

9.11.08 Supported by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor, other


Councillors and partners took part in Sandy’s 


Remembrance Day Parade and Church Service.


Attended, with the Mayoress, the Sandy Royal British


Legion’s Social Evening with the French Veterans at the


Sandy Conservative Club.

12.11.08 Hosted, with the Mayoress, a charity evening at the 


China Express Restaurant, supported by a number of


Councillors and partners and District Councillor Ken 


Lynch.

14.11.08 With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Luton’s 


Charity Dinner and Dance at the Kent Athletic Club.

15.11.08 The Mayoress attended the launch of the 26th Christmas


Parcels Biggleswade Chronicle Appeal.

18.11.08 Supported by the Mayoress and the Deputy Mayor 


attended the annual Presentation of Awards Evening for


the 22 (Sandy) Squadron Air Training Corps.

25.11.08 With the Clerk, attended Bedfordshire County Council’s


Town & Parish Council Reception and meeting.

27.11.08 The Mayoress attended a Presentation Evening of the


Explorer Unit of the 1st Sandy Scout Group.

The Mayor thanked everyone who had supported the event held at the China Express, which had raised £1,588.
The Mayor also spoke about Bedfordshire County Council’s Parish and Town Council Reception attended by himself, the Clerk and Cllr Blaine. Forty three service areas will be shared by the two new Unitary authorities (and in some cases, also by Luton) with one or other leading on the area.  It was not yet clear how major assets such as County Hall would be divided, but in any case staff members would be occupying that building for a number of years.
8.  Minutes and Reports 







(101/08)
To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

(a) Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 27th October 2008.

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.


(b) Meeting of Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 3rd November 2008.  

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record:

Recommendations:

11. Open Spaces Sub-Committee





(P69/08)

Resolved: Bedford Road Recreation Ground – that all stakeholders are consulted on changes to the play area before proceeding further.

Resolved: Sandy Cemetery – that the garage storing the water bowser should be removed and three storage bays constructed, one for soil, two for compost.
8.  Minutes and Reports  (Cont)






(101/08)
(c) Meeting of Audit Committee held on Monday 10th November 2008.


Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.

Recommendations:
4. Annual Return 2007/2008






(A11/08)

Resolved:  That the External Auditor’s report on the 2007/2008 Annual Return be noted and the Clerk’s report on the issues raised and how they were to be addressed be approved.

7. Section 137 payments







(A14/08)

Resolved: That the following payments be approved for payment under the Town Council’s powers granted by Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.

Donation to Royal British Legion for Poppy wreath

 £50.00

Donation to Sandy Upper School for Audrey Boothby award
 £25.00

Grant to Mid Beds Link-a-ride




        £250.00

9. Internal Auditor  








(A16/08)

Resolved: That HW Accountants of Kempston be appointed as the Town Council’s Internal Auditors for 2008/2009.
(e)  Minutes of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on 17th November 2008
Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.

Recommendations:
Resolved: That a chemical store be purchased at a cost of £952.00 and a fuel store at a cost of £268.00 from the contingency funds available.

 9. Reports from Representatives 





(102/08)
(a) The Deputy Mayor reported on his recent visit to Malaunay, together with two other members of the Twinning Association.  The visit was cordial and it was concluded that the two towns did want to continue and improve relations with each other. It was suggested that youth contact could be extended, that there could be small group visits and that the two towns take a more active part in their respective civic milestones.
9. Reports from Representatives   (Cont)




(102/08)
Cllr Pettitt reported that the Twinning Committee had been encouraged by the response. A visit to Malaunay was planned for May 2009.  The Annual General Meeting of the Association is to be held on 15th January 2009, at which the Chairman has indicated that he will stand down.
(b) Cllr Aldis reminded Members about the next meeting of the Community Safety Forum to be held on Wednesday 10th December 2008 in the Sunderland Road Pavilion.  He also spoke about the re-instatement of the Community Safety Group, the first meeting of which would take place on 8th January 2009.

10.  Clerk’s Report 








(103/08)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

1.  Accounts 01.04.08 to 31.10.08 
Resolved: That the lists of receipts and payments for October 2008, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

2. Purchase of Leaf Blower

Resolved: That the purchase of a leaf blower, at a cost of £344.00 from the contingency amount be ratified.

3. Request from Village Hall

Resolved: That a grant of £1,000 from the Interest on Capital Account be awarded to Sandy Village Hall Committee as part of its project to repair and refurbish the Hall.

This grant is to be made under the Council’s powers in LGA 1972 schedule 19(3)(a).

4. Response from Chief Superintendent Street


Resolved: That the contents of Chief Superintendent Street’s response be noted.
5. Response from SSLA

Cllrs Blaine and Pettitt, who had been present at the SSLA meeting held on 18th November 2008 reported to Council.  The SSLA was seeking an informal meeting between the Mayor, Cllr Gale and the Clerk and its own members in order to resolve the issue.

Resolved: That the item be noted and the result of the meeting awaited.
10.  Clerk’s Report (Cont)







(103/08)
6.  Confident Communities Fund


Resolved: (a) That £11,000 of the Confident Communities Fund be spent on a mobile 3g CCTV camera to be situated on the Engayne Avenue Estate, to be monitored and maintained by Aragon Housing Association.
(b) That the remainder of the fund, £3,500 be put forward as a contribution to the cost of moving the CCTV camera in Bedford Road Recreation Ground.

7. Request from Fire Service

Resolved: That permission be granted for the Bedfordshire Fire Service to occupy part of the town centre car park on Saturday 13th December for a road safety campaign.

11.  Oral questions from Electors 





(104/08)

An elector asked if she could help in the setting up of the Youth Council and was informed that her help would be gratefully received.
12.  CCTV at Bedford Road Recreation Ground



(105/08)

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO 104/08

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (14) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Any action taken or to be taken in connection with the prevention, investigation or prosecuting of  crime”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
13. Baptist Chapel








(106/08)

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO 106/08

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (8 & 9) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” and “Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
14.  Press Release. 








(107/08)
Resolved: That a press release be issued regarding the co-option of Mr Sandhu as a Member of the Town Council.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	17.11.08

116/08


	BC/CC/2008/48

Bedfordshire County Council

Suite 1 Princeton Court

Pilgrim Centre

Brickhill Drive

BEDFORD
MK41 7PZ


	Application for a single storey extension to nursery classroom to form a children’s centre and new pedestrian entrance at Laburnum Lower School, Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds.


	Resolved: No Objections
	Town Council

1.12.08

2.12.08
	

	24.11.08

117/08


	08/02197/FULL

Mr & Mrs A Goss

4 Cottage Road

SANDY

SG19 1DE
	Full application for the erection of a two storey rear extension at 4 Cottage Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2 & 6 Cottage Road and 194 St Neots Road, Sandy notified

	Resolved: No Objections
	Town Council

1.12.08

2.12.08
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